“Trusted: Lessons from the Life of Joseph”
Week 1. An Overview
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churchg a journey to know God better by undanding the book he left us, the Bible.

TRANSITIONNd today we begin a new series from the very first book of the BBIS Yy S&a A & H 2 K& R?2
we all turn to that bookput a finger on Genesis 37,y R faailifleoDid You Know £
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1 Genesis is all aboleginnings? In fact, the very first phrase in Genesis 1:1 is the Hebrew word
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no small wondec in this book we know of the beginning of the earth, the beginning of man and
woman, the beginning of marriage, the beginning of family, the beginmiisin, the beginning
of redemption, the beginning of law and order, the beginnig of human governménidzf & A G Qa
book of beginnings!
1 A key word iséccount’? This word divides the book into ten major sections, with each section
givingan accountosYS2y SQa o6SIAYYAY3I 2N KAal2NERO
1 Moses probably wrote the book during the 40 year wilderness wanderings of the Israelites?
9 Faithis acommon theme in Genesis as well? No dotligtse new beginnings called for great
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¢ the hall of faithg are people first mentioned in Genesis.
f Numbers figure praminently in Geneis?¢ K2 dz3 K ¢ SQNB y2(0 adaNB gKex Al
For instance, in addition to the numbentéeingthe number of sections into which the book is
divided, it is also the number of names appearing in the genealogies of chapters 5 and 11. The
number seven also appears frequently. Genesis 1:1, in the Hebrew text, is actually seven words,
and Genesig:2 is exactly 14 words. There are seven days of creation, a sevenfold promise to
Abraham, seven years of abundance and also seven years of famine. Qtfieeraisuch as 12
and 40 also seem important.
1 Many ofthe subjects in th&Genesis B are recycledn Revelation 1217?1ts cool how the first
three chapters of the Bible mirror, in many ways, the last three chapters of the Bible.
9 There are four main characters in Genesis known a®#hearchs? They are Abrahamlsaac,
Jacob and Joseph. These are thefpf  NB 2F (GKS LaN}StAGSas GKS WwW¥
nation. These were the men God elected to start with. Oddly, after Abraham, none were first
born. Isaac followedshmae] Jacob followed Esau, and Joseph was theof12. Yet, though
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first choiceg the responsibility of an entire nation. God nidgve known he could trust them
and so hesovereignlychose them as his leadefor a specific time and purpose.



TRANSITIONM:is thepatriarchJoseph at whom we going to look for the next few wedksd his story
begins right where your finger is placeih Genesis 37.

JOSEPH: His story, in fact, is one tifust: how he trustel God in the face of great adversity and great
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and tension, andt is played outon the stage oGenesis 350.

Textually whenyou look at theprogres#on of Joseh@life and the things he was trusted witthe
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be looking at them in depth in the next few weeks; but | want you to see the progresdiis of
responsibilities and how God trusted him incrementally with more and more year after year.

Actl1l: Gen. 37 “Trusted with a Vision”

Genesis 37:81saysJoseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all
the more. He said tdiem, "Listen to this dream | had: We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field
when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed
down to it. His brothers said to him, "Do you intend to reign over usy&ikctually rule us?" And they
hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said. Then he had another dream, and he
told it to his brothers. "Listen," he said, "I had another dream, and this time the sun and moon and
eleven stars were bong down to me." When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father
rebuked him and said, "What is this dream you had? Will your mother and | and your brothers actually
come and bow down to the ground before you?" His brothers were jealous diuiihis father kept the
matter in mind.
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next week, but suffice it to say for now that this is where it all started. And no doubt Joseph was not
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ornamented coat, also known as the coat of many colors? While the color aspect is not actually a

description found in the text, we do know that it was a coat of sigaifily greater length and detail, a
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against Bilhah in 35:222, that his lineage and heritage would be carried on by his firstborn from his
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to Joseph in a way that probably he, not his family, really understood. But he believed and was faithful

to obey God in spite of the persecution he received beeafst. With Joseph, the vision was safe.

Act2: Gen. 39:1-20 “Trusted with a Household”

Genesis 394 tells us thatloseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who
was one of Pharaoh's officials, the captain of the guard, bought l@m the Ishmaelites who had taken
him there. The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he liveddngb®f his Egyptian master.
When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gaseduess in everything he
did, Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his
household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned.
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Act3: Gen. 39:20-40:23 “Trusted with a Prison”

Genesis 39:223indicates thathe warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison,
and he was made responsilfite all that was done therelhe warden paid no attention to anything
under Joseph's care, becauthe LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.
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trusted Joseph, who was an actual prisoner himself. Incredible!

Act4: Gen. 41 “Trusted with a Country”

Genesis 41:393 reports thatPharaoh said to Joseph, "Since God has made all this known to
you, there is no oneodiscerning and wise as yoiou shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people
are to submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will | be greater than§ourharaoh said
to Joseph, "I hereby put you in chajehe whole land of EgyptThen Pharaoh took his sigt ring
from his finger and put it on Joseph's finger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen argbjzlithain
around his neckde had him ride in a chatias his secorth-command.and men sbuted before him,
"Make way" Thus he put him in charge thfe whole land of Egypt.
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Act5: Gen. 42-47 “Trusted with a Heritage”

Genesis 45:lays out the real reason behind everything when it tells us what Joseph said to his
brothers once the truthwasoutt . dzi D2 R aSyd YS FKSIFIR 2F @2dz (G2 LINEF
and to save your livesby agre&d @l A SNI y OS ®¢

With all his position and power, Joseph was able to see that God was actually trusting him was
something far greater than a country; he was trusting him with a heritage, the saving aof hieeswn
people, the Jews!

Even a scant reading didgse chapters shows the reader that faithfulness and trustworthiness were a
YFE22N LI NI 2F W23 IV Qa TN Neld DS Nlihtgo a8 yaBbiéa saith

further noted thatd  RASNR A 1 & RAR y.RispefityddIRdbryin hitnk He wasKhe 8@ (i S NJ
AY LINAQ@GIGS A Ay LlzotAOd IS gla GNHzZE & + INBLFG Yiy

In fact, when it comes to Joseph,

1 There is more written about Joseph in Genesis than there is Abraham. They both have 14
chapters, but Joseph has 25% more wardiss story is lager in length.
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even once.



1 When Joseph is mentioned, it is always positive. Scripture never records anything negative
about Joseph and has no report of anythigng that he did.

1 Heis one obnlya few teenagers mentioned in the Biljdve was 17 when his story begins.
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is an Old Testament foreshadowing of a NBegtament reality. For instance, Joseph was sold by
his brothers just as Jesus was sold by a friend; Joseph was sentenced with two prisoners just as
Jesus was sentenced to die between two thieves; and Joseph went from humiliation to
exaltation, just likelesus. Believe it or not, Arthur Pink, wealbwn author and Bible teacher,
lists 101 parallels between Joseph and Jesus in his Bde&nings in Genesis

Yet, why did God trust Joseph so much? What was it that grabbed Gods attention and caused him to
sovereignly lay so much on his shoulders and in his path? In a nuSbdlicould trust Joseph because
he knew Joseph trusted Him
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faithful, and as he wates his character being deployed in us, God responds back to us in the same way,

only in an increasing mannetby trusting us more! In fact, Jeph is a living example of two New

Testament verses:uke 16:10 and 1 Corinthians 4:2, respectivily: K 2 S $e\tlusted with very
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designed by the skilled hand of its maker? Of course we all would love that! But a litddtyist
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through a battlefield where ther@emies of trust are just waiting secretly to devour our best intentions.
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some of these traps. So before we get too deep into his life, hoping we can haveatrentls as well as
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have similar traps waiting for ussee hreeenemies of tustworthinesst N2 Y W2 aSLIKQa f AFSo

1. The Trap of Impatience. The temptation here is to run ahead.

Gen. 371-11 is the story of Joseph and his dreams, or visions. And while the text gives no indication he
was unwise or wrong in sharing his vision, it is very evident from the passage that he paid a price for
speaking up about whdte had dreamed, he was hated!

When our words fall on unreceptive ears, the tendency is to force them through anyway; to run ahead
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words seemed to hia hard surfface F 2 NHS 2y KSR 2F D2RH . dzi KS RARY
even though he paid a price. He waited. Good move, Joe!



Be aware, friend Dream sharing can beosty. And it may bring to the surface timing issues. When that

happens, dave have the maturity to waig to trust God even when the timetable is different than we
AYFIAYSRK LT y2Gx 6SQft FAYR GKS SySye 2F AYLIGAS
undoing.

ILL¢ When God planted the vision of a church biim Ankeny in my heart, it was not well received.
Some advised to forge ahead anyway. We decided, however, to wait. And waitwa didE & S NAH ¢ K|
right ¢ we waited six/ears for Godto plant FFCdzi L QY 3t RH D2R 20@A2dzafe 1)
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what it took to birth this body. But as way to thank our church plant team, and to encourage the many

of you who now call FFC your church home, cohlave all those stand whoere here when we

planted FF that initial body of believers who started with us in the summer of 2004®k around

and be gladhat wewaited. Look what God has done! Hallelujah!

You see, Wen we run ahad, we show God we c&hii  G&t8d. ReM&mbeMoses in Exodug? His first
plan of deliveance was to take out the Epgtians one by one bad idea! 40 years later God had a better
way, eh?But he had to put Moses in the desert first, where Moses could wait and God could work.

2. The Pull of Enticement. The temptation here is to stray away.

Gen. 39%6-12 shows me thaBatan was trying to bring Joseph down through immorality doubt had
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would have been accomplished. Instead, he knew this was a sin against God, and against Potiphar, so he
fled the scene. In doing so he preserved his physical life and his moral integrity and character, namely

his trustworthiness.
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Truth is, at that point everything is off limits; there can be no trusewthere has been a violation of

that degree. Josephwasamanagdér aidSglF NR 2F Fy20iKSNRa LlRrRaaSaaizya
entrustment more than the enticement of personal and temporary satisfaction. He no doubt knew what

was at stake, and gettg out of there was the begtand onlyg option. Thank God he ran!

Take note, merq the pull of lust can be strong. Itisakillerl AN G KAy 3 gAff doeRSNYAYS
and othersg ability to trust you more than sexual sin. It is almiostparable
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And the same thing can happen to us, fa,wo0, are managers of what God has entrusted toArs!
enticement will comeyour way, ladies and gentlemen. When it does, run!



Remember David? He was king, and was entrusted with the nation of Israel. Sure enough, his
enticement came- BathshebadWhen he should have been at war, instead he was lusting after a
married woman. Thera result? Loss of life, family rebellion, and sibling dysfunction for years to come.

3. The Lure of Revenge. The temptation here is to look behind.

Gen . 428 was the moment Joseph should have been waiting, fevenge! No doubt he remembered
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the famine in that region. He was a rescuer, not a retaliator.

Yousee, Josepfought the urge to vindicate hiself too early. Interestingly, God did vindicate him, but
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be trusted to guard what is in the present or protect what may be in store for the future. Thesehar

are so preoccupied with the past are never afforded the privilege of leading into the future. Why?

Because trust needs two eyes forward, not one eye backwards.
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revenge. Instead, he trusted God! And God, in turn, trusted Jo$épldoubt Joseph shows us that the

pathway to trust is through the fire of temptatise ! YR Ay (jKSaTUMREY> AR2ROFB| &2 ax
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CLOSING: So before we get into six wks of learning about becoming a trustworthy perspasking the
jdzSadAz2y a/ | yclviagtB firgt Nszfold a mo& Kuadamtal questionWill you trust
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against Josephimpatience, enticements, and revenge. | suspect many here are battling lust, greed, and

envy. You are considering actions that will get someone back or settle the score. You are thinking about
doingsomething to show you spouse just how bad they really hurt you years ago. | ask you to think

twice. To run from temptation. To stand all and not give in. To trust in God, the faithful Creator who is

our everlasting refuge. He knows, and he cares. And &@ase. Sayyes to trusting him and watch him

say yes to trusting you!



