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Trusted: Lessons from the Life of Joseph 
Week оΥ ά¢ǊǳǎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ tǊƛǎƻƴέ 

Genesis 39:6-23 
 

Just off the shore ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ /ŀǇŜ IŀǘǘŜǊŀǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ bŀƎΩǎ IŜŀŘΣ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
shoreline town whereΣ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муллΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ άǿǊŜŎƪŜǊǎέ lived. These άwreckersέ made their living gathering 
up parts and cargo from ships that had run aground in the night. But these ships ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǌǳƴ ŀƎǊƻǳƴŘ 
accidentally. No, they were lured into the rocks by these άwreckersέ ς deceitful men who had fastened a 
lighted lantern onto the head of an old nag ς a horse όǘƘǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ bŀƎΩ IŜŀŘύ ς and would then lead the old 
horse up and down and back and forth on the edge of Diamond Shoals beach. Ships out at sea would mistake 
the bobbing lantern for the stern light of a ship that they supposed had found safe passage through the mid-
Atlantic, and they would, in turn, head in that direction, only to run aground on the rocks. With nowhere to 
go, the crew and the ship were no contest for the wreckers, who would pillage the ship and all its cargo. In 
ŦŀŎǘΣ άǿǊŜŎƪƛƴƎέ became a thriving business ƛƴ bŀƎΩǎ IŜŀŘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ǘǊŜŀŎƘŜǊȅΦ 9ven now 
ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ bŀƎΩǎ IŜŀŘ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƻƭŘ ƘƻƳŜǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 2,300 
ships that were misguided and ultimately destroyed. 
 
TRANSITION: DǳŜǎǎ ǿƘŀǘΚ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ bŀƎΩǎ IŜŀŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΗ 
 
And as you are sailing through your days, understand this, my friend ς ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ άǿǊŜŎƪŜǊέ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƘŜ 
can to destroy your life; he desires to pull you towards the rocks of sin and then plunder you once you find you 
have no place to go. His name is Satan, and bringing you to ruin is exactly what he is trying to do to those who 
are pursing of lifestyle of trust ς both in God and by God. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ς his tempting 
ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ tƻǘƛǇƘŀǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǎǳƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΦ !ƴŘ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘǊŀƳŀ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜŘ ƛn Genesis 
39:6-23. Turn there, would you? 
 
(6) Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, (7) and after a while his master's wife took notice of Joseph and 
said, "Come to bed with me!" (8) But he refused. "With me in charge," he told her, "my master does not concern 
himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. (9) No one is greater in this 
house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then 
could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?" (10) And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he 
refused to go to bed with her or even be with her   (11) One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, 
and none of the household servants was inside. (12) She caught him by his cloak and said, "Come to bed with 
me!" But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house.  (13) When she saw that he had left his cloak in 
her hand and had run out of the house, (14) she called her household servants. "Look," she said to them, "this 
Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport of us! He came in here to sleep with me, but I screamed. (15) 
When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house."  (16) She kept his 
cloak beside her until his master came home. (17) Then she told him this story: "That Hebrew slave you brought 
us came to me to make sport of me. (18) But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran 
out of the house."  (19) When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, "This is how your slave 
treated me," he burned with anger. (20) Joseph's master took him and put him in prison, the place where the 
king's prisoners were confined.  But while Joseph was there in the prison, (21) the LORD was with him; he 
showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. (22) So the warden put Joseph in 
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charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. (23) The warden 
paid no attention to anything under Joseph's care, because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in 
whatever he did. 
 
Essentially, Satan realized that he was going to have to increase the pressure on Joseph. Joseph had been 
truthful and tested ς so far he was enduring. But the stakes were now higher, and so to throw him off course, 
Satan brings the heat of sexual temptation his way, an enticement no doubt attractive but ultimately damning. 
But when the heat was on, Joseph found the strength to resist in his: 
 

1) Spiritual Perspective 
Do you see the phrases in 39:8-9? άEverything he owns he Ƙŀǎ ŜƴǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜέ and ά/ŀƴ L ǎƛƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DƻŘΚέ 
Joseph saw things as more than what was on the surface; he had a keen eye for what was below the surface. 
 
L ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ άŘƛǾƛƴŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴƛƴƎέ ς talking to yourself about ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ 
perspective, not yours. And it has been a big help to me in my own fight against temptation. Sometimes when 
I sense temptation lingering, I envision my family years later into the future as if I gave in to that sin. Know 
what happens to me at that moment? I start sensing a nauseating feeling in my gut, a sickening regret that I 
do not want to experience or deal with. It is one of the ways God kicks in a deep motivation to live a holy life. 
In other words, take time to think through all the after-effects of your sin, and all that will probably happen if 
you give in just this once. Reason with yourself ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿ and come back to your senses! 
 
For these phrases to be so quick off his lips indicates to me that Joseph must have been in touch with God on a 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊΣ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ōŀǎƛǎΦ !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ ŀŦŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ WƻǎŜǇƘΦέ 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ŦƛƴŘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎƭȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƻǿƴ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ όŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴύ to 
the sleepy disciples in the garden on the night of his betrayal. Do you remember our discussion of this when 
ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ [ǳƪŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ άǿŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅέ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǘŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴΚ L 
think this is the Old Testament picture ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎΗ Σ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΤ ǿŜ Ǝŀƛƴ 
the view from heaven, so to speak. Praying consistently, especially when the dial is turned up and the heat is 
ƻƴΣ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƻǳǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǿŜŀǇon Paul called us to use in Ephesians 
сΦ !ƴŘ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ WƻǎŜǇƘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǎƻ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ 
ŦƻǊ ǎŜȄΦ IŜ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŜƴǘƛŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǿ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƳƛŎǊƻǎŎƻǇŜΦ Lƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎo, 
he realized this was far more than a momentary act of pleasure, but would be a sin against God, his boss, 
himself and her. This type of spiritual, divine reasoning enabled him to resist ǘƘŜ άǿǊŜŎƪŜǊΦέ 

 
Joseph also found the strength to resist in his 
 

2) Physical Position. 
 
I like the phrases in 39:10-мнΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚ άHe would not ŜǾŜƴ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊέ and άWƻǎŜǇƘ ŦƭŜŘ.έ These indicate he 
ǿŀǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŘǊŀǎǘƛŎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭΣ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǎƛƴΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƻƭŜΩ WƻŜ ς he physically 
rearranged his ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛƴΩǎ ǇǳƭƭΦ  
 
Every time I read this story in Genesis I recall a scary situation that happened to me as a boy. I was in Jr. high 
όƳȅ ŜȄŀŎǘ ŀƎŜ ǎƭƛǇǎ ƳŜΣ ōǳǘ L ƪƴƻǿ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ȅŜǘύΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ōƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǝȅm, which was about 
30 minutes away in another part of Chattanooga. I had no sooner left the house and headed up Mayfair 
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Avenue towards Belvoir Avenue when, on the corner of Sweetbriar and Mayfair, an older teen guy ς probably 
17 or 18  -- pooped out of a woody section of trees and began waving me down. I was still several yards away, 
ōǳǘ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƘƛƳΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƭƻǳŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƻŎŀǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ά²ŀƴƴŀ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƴŀƪŜŘ ƎƛǊƭΚέ {ǳŘŘŜƴƭȅΣ 
a scantly-dressed girl, much younger, came up beside him and smiled seductively. Uh-oh! 
 
[ŜǘΩǎ ōŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘΣ ƻƪŀȅΚ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇǳōŜǊǘȅ ǊƻƻƪƛŜΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƳŀƴƘƻƻŘΦ 
{ƻ Ƴȅ ά¢-ƭŜǾŜƭǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŎǊŀȊȅΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ L ƳŜŀƴΦ !ŘŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǳȅΣ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ 
everything, and hereΩǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƛǊƭ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ōƻŘȅ ƎȅǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƛƴƪȅ ǎƳƛƭŜ Χ 
ǿŜƭƭΣ Ƴȅ ŎǳǊƛƻǎƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƘƛƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ 
more of a dangerous situation ς abduction or abuse ς than I was a sexual one, which just goes to show you 
what was rolling around in my head. But somewhere in that moment of temptation God gave me the will 
power to pedal like the boy on the Incredibles! Man, was I outta there! They both followed me visually saying 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ά/ΩƳƻƴΣ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ Ŧǳƴέ ŀƴŘ ά¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǘΗέ .ǳǘ ƴƻ ŘŜǘƻǳǊ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ς and no discussion about it with 
them. I pedaled as fast as I could and headed for the gym! 
 
Think about the silliness of this ς What if I had stopped to have a talk with them about it? What if I had 
thought that I was strong enough to take on two people older than me who probably had intentions even 
more weird than that one line they yelled out to me? That would be just plain dumb! My best option? Hit the 
road, Jack! Yep, I would have been stupid to play with that fire. It was the smart move to be on the move. In 
doing so I cut sin off before it got much of a chance to grow. 
 
In much the same way, Joseph cut sin off at the pass as well by avoiding her and not even staying around to 
discuss it! He was living out what later in the New Testament Paul commanded the Romans to do ς άŘƻ ƴƻǘ 
ŜǾŜƴ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅέ όwƻƳŀƴ моΥмпύΦ 
 
Likewise, we should be alert for potential temptations on the horizon. Easy access to television programs that 
contaminate, computers in places that accentuate unnecessary privacy, schedules that are designed to 
deceive, and/or relationships that cultivate unbiblical emotional feelings are things we should nip in the bid. 
Do whatever you have to early on cut sin off before it grows out of control. Scrutinize who you hang with, 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀǘŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƭƛŎƪΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
ƘƻƭƛƴŜǎǎΤ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǊǳƴΗ 
 
By the way, Glenn Ansley wrote about this very attitude in a recent devotional at deeperdevotion.com, and I 
encourage you to go to our Web site and click on the link, the Extra Point, to read it. It is very good and will 
help you understand even further just how important it is to be on guard and alert. 
 
Again, I find his actions very similar to what Christ instructed the disciples to do in the garden when he asked 
ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ άǿŀǘŎƘΦέ ά²ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎέ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ŀƭƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ƪƴŜǿ 
things were heating up in Jerusalem and that something was stirring among the religious leaders. So he asked 
ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǿŀǘŎƘΗ {ǘŀȅ ŀǿŀƪŜΗ .Ŝ ŀƭŜǊǘΗ Lƴ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άYŜŜǇ ƻƴŜ ƻǇŜƴ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ 
ǇǊŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŜȅŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦέ No doubt Joseph did this each and every day ŀǎ tƻǘƛǇƘŀǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ άƴŀƎƎŜŘέ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ 
sex. But he stayed alert and was vigilant, even to the point of not going near her or being with her. He knew it 
was imperative he be on his guardΣ ŦƻǊ ŀ άƴŀƎέ ǿŀǎ ƭǳǊƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŎƪǎ. 
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And by the way ς a little help here is much appreciated. What do I mean? Well, while I encourage all men to 
ŀŘƻǇǘ ŀ άǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎέ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƛƴ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻŦŦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻǘΣ L ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘƻ 
do the same thing, not only for themselves, but for us as well. !ƴŘ ōȅ άǳǎέ L ƳŜŀƴ ƳŜƴΦ 
 
Let me be honest with every woman here ς ȅƻǳ ŀƭƻƴŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƭǳǎǘƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƛǎ 
responsible. But you can help a man not lust! How? As Vicki Courtney says in her article An Open Letter to 
Hoochie Mamas, άΧōy simply not subjecting us to too much, um, how can I word this gently ς YOU.έ She goes 
on to write, άJust as we do not wish to hear a co-ǿƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǊŜŎŀǇ ƻŦ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŜǎŎŀǇŀŘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
name of TMI (too much information), we do not wish to witness your public displays of TMY (too much you). 
¸ƻǳǊ ŜǇƛŘŜǊƳƛǎ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǳǇΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΣ L ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘΤ ŀƴŘ L ŦŜŜƭ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦέ 
 
±ƛŎƪƛ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎƘŜΚ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ƘŜǊ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǊŀƴǘΣ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ²Ŝō ǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ click on the Extra 
Point (on the front of the main page) for the complete article.   
 
²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƻǊ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΣ ƴot a bad philosophy for us when we are enticed, seduced, or pulled 
away, eh? 
 
Make no mistake, church ς this is what the Wicked One will do when he sees that you are holding fast and 
enduring. IŦ ƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ get you to give upΣ ƘŜΩƭƭ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ give in! For the last thing Satan 
wants is a greater trust level between you and your heavenly Father! When he sees that occurring ς when he 
notices your life becoming the kind God can trust and use for tremendous things ς he attacks. Let me show 
you what I mean: 

??? 
HOUSEHOLD 
 

 VISION     
     
Truth     Tests      Temptations 
 
 
 
 
¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚ !ǎ WƻǎŜǇƘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ǘǊǳǘƘŦǳƭ ŀƴd faithful under fire, God was moving him towards 
greater doors of opportunity. Yes, he saw Joseph becoming more and more the trusted, faithful follower with 
whom he could entrust greater opportunities. But Satan noticed it, too! And so just as God was moving Joseph 
closer to His calling, Satan was doing all he could to move Joseph toward a fallingΦ 9ǾŜƴ WƻǎŜǇƘ ƘŀŘ ŀ bŀƎΩǎ 
Head off the shore of his life! And I repeat ς so do you! 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǎƭƻǿ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀǘ ǳǎ όor should I say the way the Evil One 
throws life at us), look at James 1:12-15. 
 
(12) Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the 
crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.  (13) When tempted, no one should say, "God is 
tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; (14) but each one is tempted 
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when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. (15) Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth 
to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. 
 
Here in this New Testament corollary passage we see the very same progression of pressure: first tests, then 
temptation!  ²Ƙŀǘ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ WŀƳŜǎΩ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎΗ 
 
Of course, at a quick glance, you may think ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ǿŜƭƭ ŦƻǊ WƻǎŜǇƘΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ 
my first choice of a reward for resisting sin, is it? But a closer look reveals that time in prison with God was 
safer than a life of pleasure without God. CǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴƎƭŜΣ WƻǎŜǇƘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǿŜƭƭΥ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŦŀǾƻǊ 
remained on Joseph! And you can see this spelled out so clearly in Genesis 39:20-21 when it says that άwhile 
Joseph was there in the prison, (21) the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favorΧέ 
¢ǊǳƭȅΣ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊ ƛǎ ŦŀǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀƴΩǎ ŦƻƭƭȅΦ 
 
Moses had much the same attitude about his choices. Remember what the writer of Hebrew said about 
Moses? άIŜ chose to be identified with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦέ Just 
like Joseph, Moses resisted temptation and thought long-term about his choices. He knew that pain with God 
was a better choice than pleasure without God. 
 
You see, Joseph made the choice of maturity: he endured short-term pain for long-term gain. Too often in our 
culture, however, the opposite happens ς people make short-term decisions to enjoy pleasure/avoid pain and 
end up with very destructive long-term consequences. Ironically, theȅ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ άǇǊƛǎƻƴέ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ 
their own pursuit of pleasure, living life without God and void of any real meaning or purpose. [ŜǘΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀ 
lesson from Joseph: even if the consequences of resisting sin mean short-term pain, it is worth it in the long 
run! 
 
Interestingly, L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛƳǇǊƛǎƻƴŜŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΗ {ǳǊŜΣ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ location was jail; but his 
disposition was one of joy! And eventually he found himself in the same kind of place he was before the false 
accusation and improper imprisonment: not in prison, but in chargeΗ !ƴŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛƪŜ DƻŘΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ 
a bum-wrap on the outside was actually just another opportunity for God to entrust something greater into 
WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ŎŀǊŜΥ an entire prison. What an opportunity! But he would never have had that privilege if he had 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ tƻǘƛǇƘŀǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΦ (Truth is, I tend to think he 
would have forfeited his life, for Potiphar probably would have done more than imprisoned Joseph had he 
actually caught them in the act; he more than likely would have killed both Joseph and his wife!) 
 
Guess what? THIS SAME SEQUENCE OF EVENTS IS HAPPENING TO YOU RIGHT NOW! ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ς many of you 
are being tested and tempted, and Satan is hoping he Ŏŀƴ ƭǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 
No doubt God wants to increase your impact and give you greater opportunities to advance his kingdom and 
move forward with his purposes. But Satan knows that as well, and he is also after you. There is no doubt, 
both biblically and practically, that you are in his cross-hairs! ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ Peter said we are to remain sober and 
vigilant because Satan is prowling around looking for someone to devour (2 Peter 5:8). And Paul said Satan 
often charades as an angel of light in order to deceive those within the church (2 Corinthians 11:14). My 
brothers and sisters, we are under an all-out attack by the enemy, and his goal is to plunge you towards a life 
of unfaithfulness and untrustworthiness by pulling you into tƘŜ ǊƻŎƪǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŎŜΦ IŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƭΩǎ ǿǊŜŎƪŜǊΣ 
and he will pillage your life and plunder your family till there is no hint of spiritual sanity or sanctity left to your 
name. 
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SO LET ME WARN YOU AGAIN: THIS VERY PROCESS IS HAPPENING TO MAY OF YOU EVEN AS I SPEAK! This 
week, all of us will be tempted in some way: 
 

¶ sexually (lust, adultery, pornography, immorality) 
 

¶ emotionally (anger, jealousy, greed) 
 

¶ physically (violence, abuse, neglect) 
 

¶ relationally (comparison, criticism, disobedience) 
 

¶ spiritually (idolatry, unbelief) 
 
Truth is, that very one ς unbelief ς may be happening right now in this room! Perhaps you have never allowed 
DƻŘΩǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴΤ ȅƻǳ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
get to God and ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦ Yƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΚ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜŦ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
a life of faith in Him. You see the pseudo-ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 
heaven. A better option. A different alternative. My frƛŜƴŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άƴƻέ ǘƻ ǎƛƴ 
ŀƴŘ άȅŜǎέ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ {ƛƳǇƭȅ άōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΗέ (Acts 16:31) In fact, in a few 
ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ LΩƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΣ and I pray that you will even now simply 
turn your heart towards God and, in an attitude of repentance, ask him to forgive you based on the cross of 
Jesus Christ. Simply pray something like,   
 
ά5ŜŀǊ [ƻǊŘΣ L ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ŀ ǎƛƴƴŜǊΦ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǎƛƴǎ on the cross, and rose again the 
third day. I repent of my sins and by faith I receive Jesus Christ as my Savior. You promised to save me, and I 
believe You, because You are God and cannot lie. I believe right now that the Lord Jesus is my personal Savior, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ǎƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Iƛǎ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ōƭƻƻŘΦ L ǘƘŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳΣ ŘŜŀǊ [ƻǊŘΣ ŦƻǊ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƳŜΦ Lƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
ƴŀƳŜΣ !ƳŜƴΦέ 
 
A prayer like that is the best way to start dealing with sin! 
 
¸ŜǎΣ ǎƛƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ LΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ. For those very sins wƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƎƎƛƴΩ ǳǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅΚ And 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǎƛƴǎ ǇǊŜǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ  !ƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 
somewhat understand their roots better by classifying them, they are all sins against God and acts that violate 
his holy commands. And if you give in, and you may very well forfeit the right to greater opportunities and 
future blessings he has in store for you. Instead, stand strong! Resist! Draw near to God! Remember, church ς 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎƘƛǇǎΩ ǎǘŜǊƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΤ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ƭŀƴǘŜǊƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŀƎ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƭǳǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 
destruction and ruin. 
 
APPLICATION:  So what can you do to resist temptation and increase your trustworthiness this week? The 
same thing Joseph did: 1) See sin from a spiritual perspective, and 2) Resist sin with physical actions. ²ŜΩǾŜ 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΤ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ 
day forward and moving towards victory. 
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To help you become motivated towards that end, ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ !ƴŘ ŀs you think about 
these two elements of victory, and as you ponder what effect they will have upon your spiritual journey 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ōȅ DƻŘΣ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ Patti Stringer, from the First Family Players, to read 
for us a section of Scripture from Proverbs 7 that really lays out the end effect of not resisting temptation. 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ς ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŎƻǎǘǎΗ Listen for key words; look for 
contrasting actions; hear the repeated themes; audibly spot the differences between the man in Proverbs and 
DƻŘΩǎ Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ DŜƴŜǎƛǎΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŀǎ DƻŘ ǳƴŦƻƭŘǎ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ partake in Communion, which is a great way to reflect on and be thankful for Jesus, the only 
one who can really deal with our sin at its root level. LΩƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ tŀǘǘƛ ƛǎ 
finished, but for now, use this time to let Scripture wash over your soul and mind before you head back out 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŀƎΩǎ IŜŀŘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ 
 
Proverbs 7 
At the window of my house I looked out through the lattice.  
I saw among the simple, I noticed among the young men, a youth who lacked judgment.  
 
He was going down the street near her corner, walking along in the direction of her house  
at twilight, as the day was fading, as the dark of night set in.  
 
Then out came a woman to meet him, dressed like a prostitute and with crafty intent.  
(She is loud and defiant; her feet never stay at home; now in the street, now in the squares, at every corner 
she lurks.)  
 
She took hold of him and kissed him and with a brazen face she said,  
"I have fellowship offerings at home; today I fulfilled my vows.  
So I came out to meet you; I looked for you and have found you!  
I have covered my bed with colored linens from Egypt.  
I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes and cinnamon.  
Come, let's drink deep of love till morning; let's enjoy ourselves with love!  
My husband is not at home; he has gone on a long journey.  
He took his purse filled with money and will not be home till full moon."  
 
With persuasive words she led him astray; she seduced him with her smooth talk.  
All at once he followed her like an ox going to the slaughter, like a deer stepping into a noose. 
 
Till an arrow pierces his liver, like a bird darting into a snare, little knowing it will cost him his life.  
 
Now then, my sons, listen to me; pay attention to what I say. 
Do not let your heart turn to her ways or stray into her paths.  
 
Many are the victims she has brought down; her slain are a mighty throng.  
Her house is a highway to the grave, leading down to the chambers of death. 
 
CLOSING: 
OPTION #1:  tǊŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΣ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΦ  
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OPTION #2: Altar call ς Come lay your heart out before God and ŎǊȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά[ƻǊŘΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 
Ƴȅ ǎƛƴΦ DƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳǎǘǿƻǊǘƘȅ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǘ ƻƴ ƳŜΦέ ²ŜΩǊŜ 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΧȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ŜǾŜn now. 
 


